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The next year, 1842, opened with war; war be-
tween the University authorities and the party of the
movement, which was to continue in various forms
and with little intermission till the strange and pathetic
events of 1845 suspended the righting and stunned
the fighters, and for a time hushed even anger in
feelings of amazement, sorrow, and fear. Those events
imposed stillness on all who had taken part in the
strife, like the blowing up of the Orient at the battle
of the Nile.

As soon as the University met in January 1842,
the contest for the Poetry Professorship was settled.
There was no meeting of Convocation, but a com-
parison of votes gave a majority of three to two to Mr.
Garbett,1 and Mr. Williams withdrew. The Tract-
arians had been distinctly beaten; it was their first
defeat as a party. It seems as if this encouraged the
Hebdomadal Board to a move, which would be felt
as a blow against the Tractarians, and which, as an
act of reparation to Dr. Hampden, would give satis-
faction to the ablest section of their own supporters,
the theological Liberals. They proposed to repeal
the disqualification which had been imposed on Dr.
Hampden in 1836. But they had miscalculated. It
was too evidently a move to take advantage of the
recent Tractarian discomfiture to whitewash Dr.
Hampden's Liberalism. The proposal, and the way
in which it was made, roused a strong feeling among
the residents ; a request to withdraw it received the

1 Garbett, 921.    Williams, 623.